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The permanent exhibition of the
Thammasat Museum of Anthropology
explores the relationships between
Time, Space, and Change through the
stories of objects and people. It high-
lishts how objects are not merely pos-
sessions but also shape meanings of

place, memory, and social relationships.

The exhibition is divided into two main
sections: “Collector and Collection,”
which examines the connections be-
tween humans and objects that carry
memory and identity, and “Biography
of Thung Rangsit,” which traces the
transformation of the Thung Rangsit
landscape—from a natural environment
to an agricultural and developed area,
and eventually the site of Thammasat
University, whose presence introduced
new rhythms of life and relationships

within the community.
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Collection Western tourists shopping at the antique pottery store in the Woeng Nakhon Kasem in 1960

ﬁiﬁ: Harrison Forman Collection (https.//collections.lib.uwm.edu/digital/collection/agsphoto/ic/28829/rec/172)
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Collector &
Collection

Object collecting in Thai society
dates back to the Ayutthaya period,
initially practiced by nobles and elites
before spreading more widely during
the Rattanakosin era. After the polit-
ical change in 1932, many aristocrat-
ic collections entered antique mar-

kets such as Woeng Nakhon Kasem.

Collectors may gather objects for
enjoyment, display, or competition.
These collections reflect changing
tastes, knowledge, and social val-
ues—from Chinese ceramics and
Western household items to religious
objects that later came to be appre-

ciated as works of art.
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Leaving Traces: The Personal World
of Vinij and Phannee Vinijnaiyapak
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Sang De Boeuf Jar with Lid
Qing Dynasty (19th — 20th century)
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Blue and White Vase
19th - 20th century
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Benjarong Melon-Shaped Toh Jar
Thonburi — early Rattanakosin Period,
(18th - 19th century)
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YanuW Wedgwood of Etruria
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Covered Bencharong bowl painted with
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Shulnduns (wnsAmissuil 24)

and Barlaston ‘Summer Sky’
15.165/2536

Bencharong bowl A, 2495 - 2515

Rattanakosin

(18th-19th centuries)

Coffee Set, Wedgwood of Etruria
the royal portrait of King Rama VI
Rama VI period (1910 - 1925)

and Barlaston ‘Summer Sky’
A.D. 1952-1972
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Dr.Vinij Vinijnaiyapak

Collections often reflect the identity,
memories, and life stories of their col-
lectors. One of the major collections at
the Thammasat Museum of Anthropo
logy was donated by Dr. Vinij and Khu-
nying Phannee Vinijnaiyapak at the time

of the museum’s founding in 1988.

Dr. Vinij began collecting fossils during
his travels as a judge, while Khunying
Phannee’s tea sets, kitchenware, and
Mae Baan magazines reflect her passion
for homemaking. Together they also
gathered traditional household objects
and ethnic artifacts from across Thai-
land, many acquired while accompa-
nying royal visits during early Royal

Projects.

Their donation allows these objects
to carry personal stories beyond the
collectors, creating new meanings for

the public.
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Through the Eyes of a Collector
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FURUOKA PRIZE
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The Fukuoka Prize Tu n..2515 (1972)
Japanese-style cup and lidded jar pocket knife

made by Prof. Chanwit, 1972
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NnauianszInsnsshenslag Sake cup decorated with chrysanthemum Headband

Sake cup bestowed motifs and the Japanese national flag

by His Majesty Emperor Akihito

Japanese soldier’s personal
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Professor Dr. Charnvit Kasetsiri

Many collected objects may appear
ordinary, yet their significance lies in
the stories connected to the collec-

tor’s life.

Professor Charnvit Kasetsiri, historian
and former President of Thammasat
University, donated part of his person-
al collection to the Thammasat Muse-
um of Anthropology. These objects
reflect the influence of Japanese cul-
ture in his life, beginning with a Japa-
nese soldier’s pocket knife given to his
father during World War I, and later
inspiring a collection of sake cups and

other items.

These objects therefore carry more
than material value—they hold mem-
ories, experiences, and moments from

the collector’s life.
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Time, Space, and the Social Life of Objects
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Objects often outlive the people who create and
use them. As they move through time and space,
they interact with makers, users, and collectors,

gaining new meanings in different contexts.

Once serving practical purposes, objects may
later be valued for rarity, history, or aesthetics.
Passing through collectors’ hands, they may even-
tually enter museums—where they become repre-

sentations of the past and shared cultural memory.
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Yesteryears, Love, and Youth
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Plaster Masks of Rama, Phra Phirap, and Hanuman

PRUUU Lﬂaﬂigﬁuﬁulmﬂ']Eﬂ}uiﬁqtﬂf]waum%‘ﬂqaqLaall from Sala Chalerm Thai Cinema. These plaSter masks
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once decorated the stairway of the Sala Chalerm Thai

cinema, quietly witnessing the youth, romance, and

memories of generations past.
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A reconstruction of the historical landscape of Thung Rangsit,
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once a vast seasonal floodplain.
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Simple dwellings of people in the Rangsit area in the past, built near canals that served as the center of daily life and transportation.
ii: https.//collections.lib.uwm.edu/digital/collection/agsphoto/id/18185/rec/5

Thung Rangsit, formerly known as “Thung Luang” (the Royal Plain), was an extensive low-lying floodplain
covering approximately 1.5 million rai. It functioned as a seasonal water retention area and was therefore
filled with swamps, marshes, and vast open grasslands. The region served as a habitat for numerous species
of wildlife, including elephants, deer, Schomburgk’s deer, Eld’s deer, waterfowl, and reptiles. This wetland
ecosystem endured for thousands of years before humans undertook a major transformation of the landscape

a little over a century ago.

Significant transformations in Thung Luang occurred during several historical phases, beginning in the late
nineteenth century when Siam opened the country to global trade. The rising demand for rice in the world
market led to policies aimed at expanding cultivated land. This resulted in the Rangsit Prayurasakdi Canal ex-
cavation project, a crucial turning point that gradually transformed Thung Luang into “Thung Rangsit,” a vast
agricultural zone. The new frontier attracted laborers from various ethnic groups and social strata, including
capital investors, government officials, and members of the royal family. The story of Thung Rangsit reflects
the dynamic interplay of landscape and culture, narrating the historical relationship between waterways, land,

people, and economic power.
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From an Ancient Sea to a Floodplain:
Geography and Early Human Traces
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Aerial Photograph of Dong Lakhon moated-site (1973)

H: nauMELTITT (Royal Thai Survey Department), https:aerialphoto.rtsd.mi.th a0 NS3_M92 2516 01_00117

Geological evidence and satellite
imagery indicate that the area of
present-day Pathum Thani and the
lower Central Plain once formed a
coastal shoreline and mangrove
forests approximately 8,000-4,000
years ago. As sea levels gradually
receded, the terrain became a sea-
sonally inundated floodplain.
Human communities began to
establish settlements, practice
agriculture, raise livestock, and
engage in trade with neighboring

regions.
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Japanese samurai armor, 18th century. Deer hide used

in its construction was largely imported from Ayutthaya.

7147: www.brandeis.edu/now/2018/november/deerskin-xin g-hang.html
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Photograph of a Schomburgk’s deer from the Berlin Zoo, 1899, in the zoo guidebook.

dnimduddnuvalvesjmvaisie “aifu” fRaudoudty
mangdumesnuadensidy afuiiuerdoianzlurddeu
dmsyen nMsyanaesssanlduAsuniviaiuesjemansannii
snsraliduiiuiinunsnssuiiulng atulilaansaenenduly
ogluthuumnlyajdadudniviaduld sudsgnaregnaions
seRuvuduiidesdoluvyinsssuudinenving fuan
iodliAnenssundsnsyanassisdn asfufgaiusluaintan
i waesnailuadsinazay Foud uaznmeiey1amh

During the early historic period, areas
surrounding Thung Luang were home to
ancient communities and moated settle-
ments associated with Dvaravati culture,
such as a moated site of Dong Lakhon. This
reflects the region’s long-standing integra-
tion within riverine community networks.
At the same time, the Chao Phraya basin
served as an important source of wildlife
resources, particularly deer and large mam-
mals, which were exported during the

Ayutthaya period.

The animal that symbolized Thung
Luang was the Schomburgk’s deer, distin-
guished by its beautifully layered antlers
resembling a ceremonial headdress. This
species was endemic to the open plains of
the Chao Phraya basin. When the excava-
tion of the Rangsit Canal transformed the
once-wild landscape into an extensive
agricultural zone, the deer were unable to
migrate to upland forests such as Khao Yai
like other species. They were therefore
hunted with relative ease. Their magnificent
antlers became renowned among Western
naturalists. Within only a few decades after
the canal excavation began, the Schom-
burgk’s deer became extinct. What remains
today are preserved antlers in collectors’
cabinets, written accounts, and black-and-

white photographs.
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The Rangsit Canal:

A Mega Land Development Project and Rice Export
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Map of various canals in the Thung Luang area on the eastern side of the Chao Phraya River,
produced by the Siam Canals, Lands and Irrigation Company, 1906

71802: 1INOANIIAUTITIE, K. 3.5 1.4

wspsdnslotndmiulaun Tanuluredsdn

Steam-powered plough used in the Thung Rangsit (National Archive of Thailand)
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The Bowring Treaty of 1855, signed
during the reign of King Rama IV, stimu-
lated rice export trade, which became a
crucial pillar of the national economy as
rice was in high demand in global markets.
The Siamese state therefore sought to
expand agricultural land and develop
transportation routes. During the reign of
King Rama V, the Rangsit Prayurasakdi
Canal project was launched at the time
the largest land development and irriga-

tion project in Southeast Asia.

anasssBnduiiansFunn amnUszginguasnsaiilunauidn
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The western section of the Rangsit Canal, from Chulalongkorn
Water Gate facing toward the Chao Phraya River.

i Pendlleton, R. L. (1962). Thailand: Aspects of Landscape and Life.

Duell, Sloan and Pearce.
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Photograph of a machine used to excavate the Rangsit Canal, imported by B. Grimm Company.
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The Siam Canals, Lands and Irrigation Company, estab-
lished through private joint investment, received the con-
cession and undertook the excavation of canals in Thung
Luang. The objective was to transform vast wilderness into
new agricultural land with adequate water supply and
transportation routes. The substantial capital investment
made by the private company was exchanged for rights to
claim, allocate, and sell land, while sharing a portion of
profits with the government. More than forty main and
subsidiary canals were excavated across Thung Luang,
extending several hundred kilometers and equipped with
water gates for regulating water levels. Within a short time,
formerly uncultivated land became expansive rice fields
and an important rice-producing region, eventually elevat-
ed to the status of “Thanyaburi,” meaning the City of Rice.
Land allocation and transactions in newly reclaimed Thung
Rangsit flourished. Some purchased land for speculation,
while others acquired plots to lease out or hire laborers

to cultivate rice.

11
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Map showing Rapi Phatthana Canal, its southern and western branches, and various drainage canals.
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However, the land title system
remained poorly regulated and over-
lapping claims were common, lead-
ing to numerous disputes among the
company, influential figures, and
ordinary citizens. Prolonged legal
conflicts ensued. At the same time,
water management problems
emerged, canals became silted,
acidic soils and drought conditions
affected productivity, and yields
were inconsistent. Many farmers
were compelled to migrate else-
where in search of livelihoods or tumn
to wage labor.

Subsequently, the state initiated
water diversion and irrigation
improvement projects, including the
construction of Rama VI Dam and
the excavation of Rapeepat Canal
connecting the Pasak River to the
northern section of the Rangsit
Canal. Drainage projects such as the
Chiang Rak-Bang Hia scheme were
also implemented to channel excess
water into the Gulf of Thailand.
These interventions made water
management in Thung Rangsit more

systematic and efficient.
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Diverse People: Labor, Communities,

and Life in the New Frontier
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The opening of Thung Rangsit attracted people from
diverse backgrounds, including former corvée laborers
and slaves who became free workers, Chinese, Viet-
namese, Mon, and Malay communities, as well as sea-
sonal laborers from the Northeast who traveled to work
in rice fields. Communities were thus ethnically and
religiously diverse, forming settlements based on kinship
networks and shared religious beliefs.

The structure of landholding meant that many farm-
ers became tenant cultivators, bearing the burden of
rent and debt. Living conditions were often difficult.
Families constructed simple shelters and frequently
shared the same roof with buffaloes, the primary labor
force in rice cultivation. Buffaloes were therefore valu-

able assets and frequent targets of theft and banditry.
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The way of life of people along Rangsit Canal in the past was closely connected to the waterway.

The canal served as a transportation route, a source of livelihood, and a place of settlement.

Boats and activities along the canal reflect the agricultural society of riverine communities in the Central Plains.
0 https://collections.lib.uwm.edu/digital/collection/agsphoto/id/18186/rec/20

13



viaSadnlugauniinaeundgytaymilasgie
uaro1ysUuunITas afionsilestuuaznis
Aew o1wansTIRe TR sAUMIUEUg e &N
lansede wagAnUauisedum vauzinedti N3

2 a

ANTLaEAUAININIAEULS ¥FUTUNUIN

N

drAglugiuzreAaunans ludvedsed uas
Q’daéfamam

mauanIu 10 luan Jade uaglsaSeu §
unumdugudnansyuyy Yiedaleadnanuynl

waginsatnenedenuvesEauluiuilu

During the pioneering period, Thung Rangsit faced
widespread banditry and the circulation of firearms, both
for self-defense and criminal activity. Crimes included
granary raids, cattle theft, and ambushes of cargo boats.
Meanwhile, rice trading and waterborne commerce ex-
panded. Chinese merchants played significant roles as
middlemen, rice mill owners, and founders of local mar-
kets.

Religious institutions—temples, churches, mosques—
and schools served as community centers, anchoring
identity and sustaining social networks among inhabitants

of the new settlements.
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Religious sites in Thung Rangsit reflect the diversity of its settlers and served as centers of community life.



91NNLUN oAaIKNSSU

na:ziJovuKIdONy1ay

From Rice Fields to Industry and a University Town
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Photograph of a Coca-Cola billboard reading “Welcome to Bangkok”
on the outskirts of Bangkok in 1950, photographed by Dmitri Kessel.

H407: Dmitri Kessel, Life Magazine

Following the political transformation and
under the First National Economic Develop-
ment Plan (1961-1966), the Rangsit area
entered an era of land-based transportation
and industrialization. The construction of
Phahonyothin Road through Rangsit and the
completion of the Northern and Northeast-
ern railway lines facilitated faster travel.
Waterborne transportation, once the lifeline
of Thung Rangsit, gradually declined in
importance.

The expansion of Phahonyothin Road and
the growth of Don Mueang Airport trans-
formed roadside areas into commercial and
industrial zones. Some farmers sold their
land to factories and housing developments.
Industrial estates, large markets, and new
urban communities emerged. At the same
time, several higher education institutions
established campuses in the Rangsit area,
including Thammasat University, turning the
area into a center of education and employ-

ment.
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Phahonyothin Road in the Rangsit area, an important route that

contributed to transportation, commerce, and urban development.
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The Dome Building at Thammasat University, Rangsit Center, in its early years, when the surrounding
area was still open fields, reflecting the early stage of campus development.

T Facebook-Jidapa Yui Pramualsun

Thammasat University began acquiring new land
in 1964 and later shifted its development focus to
the Rangsit area along Phahonyothin Road, even-
tually developing what became Rangsit Center.
Construction and development continued between
1979-1984, and teaching commenced at Rangsit
Center in 1986, initially focusing on foundation
courses and science-technology programs, before
expanding to faculties of medicine, health scienc-
es, engineering, and various research institutes.

From a floodplain and rice-growing landscape,
Thung Rangsit has transformed into an urban, in-
dustrial, and educational landscape. Hospitals,
universities, and museums now stand alongside
industrial estates, markets, and new urban com-
munities. The emergence of Rangsit Center reflects
not only the expansion of the university but also
another chapter in land use transformation from a
site of food production to a site of knowledge
production. Yet traces of waterways, canals, tradi-
tional communities, and memories of rice fields
remain integral to the area’s identity.

The exhibition “The Biography of Thung Rangsit”
presents this area as a living historical entity, one
that grows, transforms, and continually connects
people with environment, economy, and state
power across different historical periods.

L AR

awnssatinfnwuingrdesssuaans guiisia TudaeEurens aziouussenia

FAntnAnwluszezusnvesnisiaugudisia
Student activities at Thammasat University’s Rangsit Center during its early years,

reflecting campus life in the early stage of its development.
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